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Notes on Weather Reporting Stations in Australia and New Guinea,

The following notes designed to assist forecasters in inter=
preting weather reports from stations in the Australia = New Guinea Area’
are based on conversations between F/Lt. J.F. Gabitcs and various officers
of the R.A,A.F., MNetcorological Service, notably F/Lts W.J, Gibbs, J.D.
Williams, P. Squires, F/0 J, Cassidy, S/Ls Macky and B. Newman. They
do not purport to be exhaustive. '

Frequent references arc made to high level stations. Sca
level pressures reported from all thesc are subjcet to uncertaintics in
the height correction. At night, cspceially when a pronounced ground
inversion is present, use of the screen temperature involves too great
a density for the ficticious air column below the station,resulting in
too high a value for the '"sea level" pressure. Likewise with high
surface temperatures in the afternoon 'the computed sea level prossurc is
too low, For a station at 1000 feet a change in surfezce temperature of
10°F makes a change in apparent sca lcvel pressurc of 0°¢7 mb.

AUSTRALTA.

003 Wyndham: Barometer low; arbitrary correction of +1°0 mb. normally

: made before being broadcast.
Located in gorge runninz N-8 at altitude 23] with peak
rising above 1000 ft. within two miles to east; surface
winds unrepresentative, normally confined to H'ly snd S'ly.

Q06 Hall's greck: Barometer considered high; arbitrary correction of
~1+2 mb. normally made before being broadcast; station
at high level (1400 £t) so sea level corrcction uncertain.
Station fairly reprcsentativwe of surroundings.

011 _Broome: Observatlions representative. ' Surrounding area low~lying,
generally belew 100 £t within 30~40 miles of station.

018 Port Hedland: Surroundings fairly low (below 100~300 £1) within
15~70 miles of station,

027 Onslow: Loecal tendeney for southerly surface wind,

033 Carnarvon: N-8§ line of low hills 2«4 miles E of station divided by
gap (river gorge) ENE of station; -good e¢xposure for windsg
from western semicircle, ’

029 Mundiwindi: High level (1840 £t); sea~level prcessure correction
therecfore uncertain.

0h2 Meekstharra: Barometer low; arbitrary corrcction of +1°7 mb. normally
madc before being broadcast. High level (1676 £t); sca
level pressure correction thereforc unccertain.

0h7 Perth: N~8 searp rises falrly abruptly to 5$00~1000 ft. about 40
miles inland from Perth (about 15 milcs from coast),

058 Pearce: 2% miles NNE of Perth; situated at 160 £t. at foot of
N~8 scarp rising to 600~900 £t 1~2 miles cast of station;
Yow country (100~BOO £4) westward to coagt,

065 Cape Leguwin: On point facing SSW at southern c¢nd of line of low hills
running N-§S about 4~5 miles in from coast; ridgc rises to
700 feet about 4 milecs Ffrom station.

066 Katanning: High level (1046 £1); sea level pressure correction there=
fore uncertain,

068 Albany: Barometer about 1 mb. Llow.
Situated in hollow with hills to E and W,
Line of hills rising to 500~700 ft. extend from W through 8
to 8E of station within 5~8 miles.
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068 Albany Cont'd. Surface wind considered useless for analysis; often
' reports W2=3 at surface while W gale blowing aloft.

072 Esperance: Barometer believed to be =1 mb. _bigh,

087 Kalgoorlic: High level (41247 £t.), sea level pressure corrcctlon
therefore uncertaini
Barometer belleved by some forecastcrs to be about 1% mb.
hlPh.

093 Rawlinna: Barometer low; arbitrary correction of +1°¢7 mb. normally
applled at Melbolirnes : :

098 Forrest: Apparent discrepunoJ between pressurcs at Forrest and 134
T .- Cook duc to differcncc in tlmo of obgervation (Western
Australian reports a*c one hour. later than remainder of
country)

101/102 DarWIH Good representative exposure. fFéirly flat open country
within 50~60 miles of Darwin; further south land riscs
fairly abruptly. e

105 Groote Byelandt: Station at seaplane base on lagoon at NNE corner of
island; 1land rises to 600 ft. in-: cent”c of island; about
18 miles from station.
Reports considered completely’ reprc sentative with winds
: from N semicircle and -gquite good for othc* directions,
109 Brock's Creek:
Barometer unreliable, 13-4 mb, low.
Station in b roken hilly country,

11 _Alice Springs: High level (1900 ft.); sea level pressure correction
therefore uncertain; = believed by some forecasters to be
1~1% mb. high but this might often be orographical effect.
Station situated in valley with E=W trend in hilly
country; hill rising %o 3300 ft. L, miles from station;
high land consisting of several parallel E=W rangcs
(3000~4000 ft.) extends from SW through N to NE of stabion.
Surface winds considerably distorted; likewise upper
W1nds below -about 5000-ft.

134 _Coolk: : Pressure difference compared with 098 Forrest due to
. .difference in time of observation.
Good cxposure on Nullarbor Plain with low flattish
country for at leest 50-~1u0 miles in all directlons.

1&8 Port Augusta Situated in N-8 rivcer valley with N-8 range of hills

rising fajirly abruptly about 5 miles E of station, and

. réaching 2500~30Q0 ft. about 40~15 miles from station;
high ground also-west of station rc:ching 1000 ft. within
10 miles and extcnding round to SSW of statiom
Strong tendency for 1ow level w1nds to be deflected to
N-W or S.

160 Cape de Qoucdie: Situated on small spur jutting out o SW from
8W. corner of Kangaroo Island., Ground rises to 700 f't.
wilthin two miles of station and cbsgcurcs thc scctor
NNW through NE to ENE,

167 Parafield: 40 miles NNE of 168 “deWalde, exposure essentially
similar,

168 Adclaide: Low level winds seriously deflected bv range of hills
Just east of station. Crest line at 1500~2000 ft. lies
NNE~SSW from SSW of.station- through E to NNE of station;
hill reaching 2400 ft. 7 miles E of station., — N~NW-
winds usually deflected at Low lcvcls to NBE.

1 Robe: Barometer high, amount uncertain,

204 Karumba: Station at flying boat ‘base at mouth of Norman River;
Surrounding country. flat, Good representative report.
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209 Georgetown: High level (4000 ft.); sea level prossure correetidd
Uncertain, Located in valley approx. NW~SE on western
side- of Great Dividing Range. v )

[

210 Palméerville: Fairly high level (700 ft. ); pressure rather unreliable.
) On western side of CGreat Divzding Rangc, surroundcd by
-hills,"

2 mOunt Surprise: High level (1487 £t.); sea level pressure therefore
« “unreliable, Situated on western side of Great Dividing
Range, 30 miles from main crest line (3000 f£t,).

212 Cooktown: Situated opposite gap in line of hills paralleling coast;
-+ hills rise to 1500 ft. 12 miles due south of station,
3700 ft. at 25 miles 8, and 41200 f£t. at 5 miles north.
Winds from SE quartcr considerably reinforced locally;
Winds from ecasterly cuartcr deflccted to ooutheastcrlj.
Much orographical vlouu and’ or601p1tatlon, ghould not be
mistaken for frontal

215 Galrns: Backed by hills rising Ucnerally to 3500~5000 ft. within
2=10 miles of coast.
Considerable amounts of - orographlcdl cloud and prCClOlEJtlon
with onshore winds, masking fronts,
Considerable deflection of low - lrvcl ulnau and 1ocal
reinforcement of SE'lles.

216 Willis Island: Low reef 20 fect or so dbOVC sea. B uxcellrnt eXposurc,

- RSt
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216 Clardwell: Ranges immediately to west of station rising to 3600 Lf
’ within 8 miles; Hinchinbrook Island cytcnds from E to SSE
of station and rises 3650 ft. Southcasterly winds gstrongly
"reinforced at station. - Much oro graphical cloud and preceip~
‘itation with winds f“om eastcrly quqrtcr, tending to magk
frontsv

© 212 Townsville: Station situated at north end of N~8 gap in Leiehhardt

: i+ Range formed by Suttor and Burdchln River 8ystems.
This valley permits aircraft to reach Townsville by the
inland route via Charleville or Longreach when the SE'lies
give poor weather along the coast, Southerly winds reach
Townsville readily through Gapo_‘

224, Ckone ug;x. Some reports from Post Office, smnc from alrfield; onc of
these pressures Lelieved to be £~1 julgpe hlgh, but no
certainty which is being used. '
Situated in PURES vallcy, tendency for 8! 1y katabutlc drlft.

gé?,Bo lia: Pressures unreliable, taken from barograph but possibly
' replaced by mercury barometer by now.

229 Richmond: Barometer believed to be about 1% mb. low.

23ﬁhggngreach: Barometer believed to be about % mb;;high..

N

L3 Pine Tslet: Good exposure.

i

Bl Lady Blliott Island: Good exposure.

Zﬁihgﬁgy;gx;;;g: FPairly open country surrounding station.
gzguﬁggndiw;ggi: Barometer possibly low.

217 Amoerley: 25 miles SW of Brisbane; in valley, somewhat sheltered on
reastern side by low hills; ranges rcaching 2500~5000 f£t,
rextend from SE through 8, W, and N to NNE of station.
ds&ing of fronts from W, SW or .3 not readily recognisable
owing to marked Fohn cffecto .
Prespure appears 511 ghtly variable compared with Brisbane.
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278 Brisbaneg: Situated about 10 miles from coast of HMoreton Bay, inter-
o vening ground fairly flat; considerably protected on west
and south by ranges (2500-5000 ft) extendins round to SSE
of station; somewhat proteeted on eastern side by Stradbroke
Island (700 £t) and: Moreton Island (900 ft). Reporting
Station at Weather Bureau on low hill in City with good -
outlook, .Frontal passages often masked by Fohn e¢ffect,
In southerly streams Brisbane often has clear gky while

- 'showers are passing 30 miles off coast.

»

279 Archerfield:8 miles I3W of‘Brisbéne;‘ conditions essentially similar.

285 Bourke: Barometer sonetimes appears F mb high. °

207 Rose Day:  Conditions essentially eimilar to 326 Sydney, 16002
; pilot balloon ig from here (somstimes~bears number 326 in
collectives), R -

290 Coonabarabran: High level (4673 £t); sea level pressure. thervefore
subject . to error, o L

292 Dubbo: On western sidc of main ranges (870 £%); has tendency for
v marning casterly and afternoon westerly- brecuzc.
307 Wagea: In valley lying approximatcly B-~W (642 ft). Winds congid-

erably distorted by topography. Tendency for morning
easterly and aftcrnoon westerly, " e - ‘

308 CooBaiiundra: 1108 £t i :
Tendency for ioming castcrlics and afternoon westcrlies.

510 _Albury: OonditionS'considorébly influénccd‘py,fopography.Station
in valley running- approximeate ly E~W, Tendency for morn-
ing easterly and afternoon westerly. o

13 Armidale: Near top of rangé<6215“ft).
e Sea level pressurc subject to las
height., Upper Windsjunrgﬁrdscnta

‘¢ error on sccount of
tive ‘below 6000 ft.

321 Neweastle: Barnometer considered Unrcliabié (Rathuines 322 used in

preference).  Land fairly flat for 10-15 miles around
station, but Huntcr River Gap through Great Dividing Rangec
lies WNW from Neweastle causing winds Ffrom W semicirele
to -reach station mainly as NW~WNW 'Ly,

225 Richmond Airfield: 30 miles NW of 8ydney, in valley, at foot of
: Scarp where hilly country begins., " Hills to the west rige

to 1500 £t within eight miles and 3500 £t within 20 miles.
Upper winds from westerly quarter show considerable shelter-
ing effect up to 20034000 ft. Some tines when winds aloft
have turned, WSW after Frontal pagsage low.level winds still
show N'ly,  Radiation fogs fairly common (Sydney 326
pilot balloon observation is actually from Radar station
near‘:.here>.' o : . - : ) ~ P _: L -

526 Sydney: "326" synoptic reports from Weather Bureau.near. south end
. of Harbour Bridge; station generally represcntative and’
with good outlook. "326" upper wind ‘reports from Radar
Station ncar Richmond and subject to marked sheltering effects
Jbelow LOOO £t with westerliecs. o '

22( HMascob Afrfield: About 8 miles S of Sydncy 326, in' southorn outekirts
. of City, on flat ground only a few feet above estuary
(Botany.Bay). Exposure good. - o

231 Canberrg:  High level (1837 £t); sea level pressure thercfore subjeot
, to .error, Station situated in'bdsin or vdlley lying ‘
. appraximately NW~8E, with high country in all directions;
observationsfscriouSlygaffccéed_by-topography. Upper winds
-unrepresentative below about 7000 f£t; * surface winds tend
to be deflected into MW'ly or SE!'ly~E"'1ly. (Cont'd over).
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%331 Canberra: Frontal passagcs not' readily rsconn1 cd;owihg'té'locgf
(Cont'd). dlstortlons. . :

. 340 Mildura: Barome ter conSidered’unreliébic'(vafiabie correction).

301 Horsham: Somewhat protcetcd by ranges to south lying WSW-ENE and
. averaging 2500~3500 £t; hills .to 2600 ft at 24 miles from
station and 3800 £t at 45 miles; generally low country to

northward,- )

3L8 Echuca: ~ In generally low open country of Murray River Basin,
separated from south coast by ranges from 1500~4000. £t
LO=60 miles from station.

556 _0meo: . High level (2140 rt); unrao CantuthC, situated in
mountainous ‘country rising to L000-6000 ft.

361 _Capc Otway: Range of hills cxtends from NW to NE of station with -
crest 15002000 £t. 15 miles away. - Govd exposure in other
directions, )

%65 Laverton Airfield: 43 miles SW~df Melbournc 30? and 5 miles from coast
vf Port:Phillip Bay, in flat o en grass country w1thout any
hillg of conscquence within 15 111CS-? .

366 Egsenden Airfield: 8 miles NNW Jf lielbourne 367, in flat grass country;
land slopes gently upward to northward from about 10 miles
away; Ranges 2000-3000 ft 25 miles to nmonth of station.

367 Melbourne: Reports from Weather Bureau situated oa slight rise in city

) with excellent outlook; surrounding countrJ flat plains
for 10~20 milcs. : Ranges 30~uo miles tornorth to 2000=3000
£t .

373 Wilson's Promontory: Situated on southcast tip.of Promontory which .
consists of a block of high land 25 miles: long (N~8),
10 miles wide (E—W) 301ned by a narrow Low isthmus strctch~
ing MW'ward to the mainland. Hill17L0 £t 1% miles NW of
Station shelters it from W through NW. to NNE winds non~
reprcscntatlve for W'ly-N'ly flow. :

379 Gabo Tgland:Station on small 170° £t island 1 mlle south of mainland;
line of hillg (N~8) rising above 1000 £t ends at coast
NNW of.station. ~Winds considecrably dis%orted in viecinity
of station; sometimes northeasterly or northerly reportéd
when. gen<ra1 alrflow Westcvly, frontal ’ passagcs often
masgked thereby. . .

2 _Stanley: On narrow pcnlnsuld Juttlno northward from coast. Winds
seriously “distorted in V101n1tJ. Station oftén reports
1ight southedutcwly when general flow is northwesterly.

s

28L Cape Sorell: Mountainous country (L000~5000 ft) along whole of western
side of Tasmania causes marked effect on pPCSuuPC.

389 Eddystone Point: Presuurcs affected by hlah country up to EOOO ft

. iniand, .
391 Swansea: Sheitered-by hills; wiﬁds unreprescntative.
594 Hobart: On south bank of Derwent River in NW-SE valley,  Mount

Wellington rises to 4165 £t L milecs SW of station,
Surface winds qulte unrcprcscntatlvc - upper winds badly
distorted below 5000 ft.

297 Cape Bruny: Station on SW corner of Bouth BrunJ Island (1930 ft)

Sea horizon c¢xtends from SW through S to.ESE. Mainland

8 miles distant from station, rises to hooo~u5oo £t inland,
. Pressures congiderably affccted. by orographical effects.
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721{ 3atchelor: 340 ft. 45 milecs SSE of Darw1n, near foot of n111y country
extcnding furthcr inland.

[71 Horn Island: Station at 50 £t on N sidc of luland 5miles in diameter,
rising to 340 £t ncar south uldc.

(72 Lowood: CAirfield in Vallcy at 200 ft, 5& milcs W of Brlsbane and
e 20 miles NW of Amberley, Gonsiderably protected by hills.

853 Hemi lton Reach: Flying boat base, on Brisbane River, about six miles
below Brisbane.. Surrounding country generally low and
flat for several mlles.

NEW GUINEA REGION.

180 Talasea: ‘utation at 320" £% on eastern side. of Willaumez Peninsula,

L Jutting N from N coast of New Britain; = ranges 3000~3800
£t extend wholé length of Peninsula, crest L, miles from
station. Winds unrepresentative; reports generally of
doubtful value owing to orographical effects.

182 Vewak: On coast at 20-~30 £t; pressure ghould 'bé satisfactory
wheh station established, RangeerNW~ESE to LOOO ft 5
miles gsouth of station. g

183 Kikori: On generally lox*lying delta counury. - Land rises abruptly
. from 2530 milecs N of station to form range lying WKNW~ESE

6000~8000 ft, crest LO0=~50 milcs away.. - Low country to
westward, S'1ly~8E'ly winds rcadily cause rain at station.
Reports reliablec, prepared by exmerienced civilian observer.
(Either Kikori or Kerema takes pressure from barograph;
préssure from that station unrelic able, .other docs not report
pressure. ) .

184 Kerema: Fairly flat ncar station, and low countrv to W inland to
‘ NE ranges rise asbruptly ZuOOO £t 15 miles NE of station)
Reliable reports from experienced.civilian obscrver, (Sce
note under 183 re pressures).

185 Wau: High level (3450 £t); sea level pressure thercfore unreliable.
' "Station in vallcy running approximstely NNW-SSE, with ranges
9000=10000 £t 8~10 miles distant both' to-E and W of statiom,
Reports of doubtful value oW1ng to orographlcal CffCCtS.

iéﬁiﬁﬂ&@? -+ -Btation near sca lgvel,, pressure satisfactory.
© Condd tions much agffécted by Owen Stanley Range to west.
Strong tendency for E'ly. sea breeze in afternoon, land-
breeze’ at’ night.
187 Misima: Islsnd 23 miles’ long, o=6 mlles Wlde, lying E~W; hills
: throughout 1cng th 1h00-3u00 ft. ‘

189 Gasmata: On south coast New Britain; main range to LO00-6000 £t
20*25 miles to N' hill )ZOO £t 6 nlles N“

190 Maaang: Station when cuuabllshed w111 be near sea, exnosure should
be satisfactory. -

191 Salamaua: N~8 range to west, crest 8000~10000 £t 417.milcs W of

' gstation.” Winds con51d€rale deflccted in vicinity.
Pronounced funnelling effcct of Markham Valley betwcen
13000 £t Finnisterre Range and 14000 It Owen: Stanley
Range often produces violent Wi'ly winds with sevcre

. turbulence in Salamaua~Laec vicinity. Pilot balloon
reports often do not indicate the strong winds aloft as
balloons cmmnonlv lost when passing out of the more moderate
winds below 3 uOOO fte Weather oftecn clear in lower
ilarkham Vallcy during NW'lics while thunde®storms are

"~ visible over Finmnisterrs Ranges to Niand NW.: ;




192 Daru:

h-(?h . .e
! . . L )

N

slereury barome ter and low level (26 f£t); pressures reliable,
Located on'mud flats with £lst.country (mainly 50=100 ft)

for 100 miles. around. . Experienced civilian observer;

193 Kokoda:

reports reliable,

A% 1CDO £ in deep valley (approx. N-8) 10 miles E of

crest of Owen Stanley Range; approached from Port Moresby
through 7500 £t gap between 13000 ft peaks. - -Orographical

.'efféctg:veryﬂprpnounoed;

194 Por* Moresby: Poor location with hills rising steeply behind station.

Similar to 195 (below)e ..

195 Port Moresby Airfield:. .Two miles B of 194, Mercury barometer with

several spares under constant chedk;194/195 probably best
pressure in New Guines. -

“Hills rise steeply to 1000~1500 £t behind station.  Winds

from W'ly quarter tend to be dcflceted to NW'ly.

In SE'ly=-8'ly winds 194/195 have much low cloud (especially
at night) linin~ the hills while ‘Wards 866, Bamona 862

and Laloki 710 on inland side-of hills remain clear,
194/195 have many more thunderstorms in SE scason than
866,/862/710, , .

Port Moresby has its heaviest rains in E'1y-ENE'ly -stre ags
when W'ly sea breeze develons onvleec coast and large Cb
develop over Owen Stanley Ranges and drift over Fort

" Moresby in late'afterhpon. . This'Section of coast from

Kerema to Hood Point subjcct to-"Guba squalls; these
oceur in fairly homogeneous WN#'ly or NW'ly air streams
deeper than 15000 ft, having spceds 25-30 knots;

surface wind drops during evening, possibly with inversion
forming above Katabatic drift down from Mountains, but
latern?usually:after midnight) Wtly breaks -through to
surface again with violent squall whieh can bc hcard
approaching from.sea; squall sometimes accompanicd by

" 1ine of Cb, thunder and heavy ' precipitation, but sometimes

weather remains clear,

197 Robinson River: - Mercury barometer buf'reaﬁings appear faulty; more

199 Kalumaday:

rellable pressure from 867 Cape Rodney 20 miles to west.
Surroundings fairly flat for 10~15 miles then ranges rise
abruptly, .

On weéterniporﬁion of Woodlérk‘IsIand, at 410 £t on western

side of 740 £t'hill; hill12 miles to S to 1350 £t.

" Reports considered unrepresentative,  Guasopa Airfield

LO0 Gusap:

401 Lae:

402 Winsgehhafen:

on opposite side of island (SE corner).

In upper Ramu Valley with 10000-13000 £t Finnisterre Range
lying WNW-~ESE to ‘northward and 12000~14000 £t Owen Stanley
Range lying WilW~ESE to southwsard. Marked distortion of
winds. . o

Near mouth of Markham Vallecy, .  Pressure satisfactory,
Winds much influenced by funnelling effect of Rama-larkkam
Valleys (see notes on 191 Salsmaus).

Winds abnormally strong duc to NWSE funnel cffect of Vitiag
Stralt between Huon Peninsula: (7000~13000 £1) and New
Bri tain (40O0O0~7000 £t).: - - . Coe

103 Cane Gloucesgter: Fairly gbbd observingIStétidhion point Jjutting north-

Lol Arawe:

700 _Sevenmiler

wdrds, Hills %o .6600 £t & wilcs 8§ of station,

Good observing pqint on south coast; although winds abnor—
mally strong -due . to funnel effect of Vitiaz Strait.

€80 £, 5 miles NE of 195, Port Noresby Airficld, but
Separated by linc of hills 1000~1500 ft. Sec note on 866
and 710,
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707 Bulolo:

/10 Laloki:-

711 Milne Bay:

712 Fall River:

713 Bena Bena:

858 Nadzab:

859 Kiriwina:
860 Dumpu
862 Bomona:

866 Wards Strip:

867 Gape Rodney:

868 Dobodura:

870 Goodenough Island:

- 8=

At 1800 £t 11 miles down valley (FIV/) from Wau 185
(see notes). : v

9 miles NNE of Port Morcsby, scparated from coast by
100C~4500 £t hills. Sheltercd from much cozstal low
clotd in SE'ly~8'ly winds.

Station near sea level on NW corner of Kilne Bay, open to
E~ESE, but surrounded by hills in all other directions.
3000~1000 £t range lying E~W along N side of Bay joins
3000~6000 £t SE'ward extension of Owen Stanley Range
lying E and S of Bay. .

liueh orographical cloud and precipitation in SE'ly winds,
when only approach is. from SW via iullins Harbour and
1509 £t gap through Owen Stanley Range,

Mercury barometer; pressure considered reliable.

Another station in same camp as 711 Milne Bay.

High level 5500 f£t, with mountainous country on all sides.
Weather central in Markham Valley. Finnisterre and Owen
Stanley Ranges on both side’s up to 13000 f£t. Winds

and weather seriously inflftienced by topography, especially
by funnel c¢ffect of Ramu~Markham Valleys.

On flat atoll (maoximum height 150 Tt), Excellent exposure;
condi tions generally represcntstive of open sca.

Reports seriously influenced
Pregsures unreliable,

At 1000 £t in Ramu Vallgy.
by surrounding mountains.

8 miles NNE of Port Morcsby, at 250 . Scc notes on 866

»Wa I‘d Se

I miles N of Port Moresby but gseparated thercfrom by line
of hills at 1000~1500 ft. Sheltered from uwuch of low
cloud and precipitation rcported by Port Morcsby in
SE'ly sr S'ly wcather.

U.8, S*ation on 8. coast;moderately low ground for a few
miles inland bcfore rangcs risc steeply. Prcssurc
believed more reliable than 197 Robinson River.

13 miles from coast; on NE side of Owen Stanley Rangcs.
Fairly low level; pressure belicved fairly reliable.

Reports from airficld on NE éide of island,

967 Merauke:

Station near sca level; pressures probably reliable.
Island mountainous, rising to 84OO ft 8 miles WSW of
station. Conditions seriously influenced by topography.
Ofte? reports SE'ly at surface when general wind NW!'ly
or W ].yo

Near sea level in low swampy country. Land substantially
flat for 100 miles around. Station often reccives heavy
rains with onshore winds, but these believed due not to
any orographical effect but to N Hemisphere fronts or
troughs, or siailar disturbances.

Wellington.
Ap’?i lg 1 9’4’-’"0
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